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ALBANIA. 14 Aug.—The official news agency said that the Greek 
Government’s reply to the Albanian proposal to re-establish diplomatic 
relations was ‘negative and cannot be considered a proof of good wily’ 
In denying that conditions were ripe for the establishment of relations 
the Greek Government had advanced ‘reasons which contradict truth’ 
such as the allegations that a state of war existed between the two 
countries, that Albania had allowed the penetration of Communis, 
agents into Greece, and that the border needed redefinition. The condi. 
tions laid down by Greece for the establishment of relations, including 
the prevention of Communist agents entering Greece and repatriation 
of Greek military personnel in Albania, were ‘unfounded and un. 
acceptable’. 


ALGERIA. 6 Aug.—Fifteen rebels were killed in a clash with troops 
near Sbeitla. 

to Aug.—lIn a battle with rebels at Sidi Aoun, south of the Auris 
mountains in the El Oued region, French forces lost twenty-one killed 
and the rebels at least thirty killed and six captured. 

In eastern Algeria, north of Edgar Quinet, fifteen of a rebel band 
were killed after it had ambushed a French patrol and killed five soldiers, 

13 Aug.—Rebels slit the throats of two Arab wardens and of 270 
sheep and eleven mules in raids on farms in the Aurés region. 


ARGENTINA. 10 Aug.—Two more armed night attacks were made on 
policemen, making a total of six in the past fortnight. 

11 Aug.—Elections. The Chamber of Deputies passed a Bill post- 
poning from November until May the holding of elections to choose a 
convention to reform the Constitution and disestablish the Roman 
Catholic Church. The reasons given by the Peronista party for the delay 
were that part of the electoral register was destroyed by a bomb on 
16 June and that early elections would interfere with President Perdén’s 
conciliation programme. 

15 Aug.—Roman Catholic schools and colleges remained closed to 
mark the feast of the Assumption, in spite of a Government order that 
the day should be treated as an ordinary working day. Demonstrations 
by Roman Catholics in Buenos Aires in protest against the Govern- 
ment’s decision led to police charges and the use of tear gas. At least 
six shots were fired and some arrests were made. 

A clash between Roman Catholics and police also occurred at Cor- 
doba. A policeman and several other people were reported to have been 
injured. At least fifteen arrests were made. 

The federal police announced the discovery of a terrorist plot which 
they alleged had been organized by retired naval and military officers, 
some Catholics, Conservatives, Radicals, and Communists. They said 
it had been planned that armed civilian groups should attack and seize 
key installations and military garrisons and that in the ensuing confusion 
attempts were to have been made to assassinate General Perén, General 
Lucero, and other military leaders. Many arrests were reported. 

Later forty youths were arrested during further rioting in Buenos Aires. 
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16 Aug.—It was announced that fifty-five persons had been arrested 
in connexion with the alleged terrorist plot. They were stated to have 
declared that they were ‘Catholic nationalists and linked with military 
groups’. ; Pig 

Students’ disturbances occurred again in Buenos Aires, and also at 
Eva Perén (formerly La Plata). A number of arrests were made. 

17 Aug.—Further rioting occurred in Buenos Aires on the anniversary 
of the death of the Argentine liberator, General San Martin. Tear gas 
was used by the police and a number of arrests were made. 

Rising of 16 June. The sentences imposed on the naval and air 
officers implicated in the rising of 16 June were announced as follows: 
Rear-Admiral Calderon, degradation and life imprisonment; Rear- 
Admiral Olivieri, dismissal and eighteen months’ imprisonment; eight 
naval and three air force officers, dismissal and life confinement; six 
minor prison sentences; and various sentences of eight days’ to six 
months’ arrest. 

Church v. State Dispute. The Minister of the Interior, Dr Albrieu, 
at a press conference, accused the Roman Catholic Church of inciting 
people to violence and civil disobedience and named seven churches in 
Buenos Aires where, he said, seditious sermons had been preached. He 
also alleged that arms and explosives had been found in Catholic 
schools. He went on to attack the Argentine upper class and accused the 
opposition of not respecting the political truce, and said the Govern- 
ment would act with severity. 


AUSTRALIA. 14 Aug.—Japan. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, dis- 
closed that the Government had supported Japanese accession to 
G.A.T.T., but he said it could not agree that the agreement should 
apply between Australia and Japan, because if it did apply Australia 
would be unable to maintain her existing level of tariff protection against 
imports from Japan unless she increased duties against all countries. 

17 Aug.—New South Wales Labour Party. Elections to the 
executive of the New South Wales branch of the Labour Party resulted 
in a victory for the anti-Evatt industrial group which won 29 of the 
32 seats, the other three going to centre ‘neutrals’. 


AUSTRIA. 6 Aug.—U.S.S.R. The Soviet authorities handed over to 
the Austrian Ministry of the Interior some seventy-three Austrian 
prisoners, condemned for serious war crimes. It was understood that 
the Austrian courts would decide whether the prisoners had committed 
a crime under Austrian law and if so whether the time already served in 
Russian prisons constituted an adequate sentence. General Tarbuk- 
Sensenhorst, one of the released prisoners, estimated that there were a 
further 400 Austrians still in Soviet camps. 

13 Aug.—About 350 industrial enterprises, which had been under 
Soviet administration as former German property, were formally 
handed over to Austria under the terms of the state treaty. 

14 Aug.—Four Austrian scientists, who had been held in Russia 
since the war, were released and returned home. 
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BULGARIA. 11 Aug.—Bulgarian offer of compensation for Americay 
victims in Israeli airliner (see United States). 


BURMA. 14 Aug.—A report reaching Rangoon said that thirty-ty, 
schoolboys and five police escorts had been killed when Communis; 
rebels dynamited a passenger bus in the Tavoy tin-mining region neq 
the Burma-Siam border. The outrage followed threats by Karen rebe| 
gangs near the frontier to launch ‘vengeance raids’ on Karen villages 
remaining loyal to the Government. 


CHILE. 12 Aug.—Government Resignation. The Cabinet tendered 
its collective resignation which was accepted by President Ibanez. The 
crisis was the result of economic difficulties. 

13 Aug.—Government Changes. President Ibanez solved the 
Cabinet crisis with the replacement of Senor Zuniga, the Minister of 
Economics, by Senor Herrera who also remained Education Minister, 
and the replacement of Senor Sievera, the Minister of Lands and 
Colonization, by Senor Fontecilla who also remained Minister of Justice, 


CHINA. 4 Aug.—Counter-Revolutionaries. It was announced that 
about thirty Chinese ‘counter-revolutionaries’ had been arrested for 
attempts to assassinate Government leaders in Peking and other crimes, 

6 Aug.—Peking Radio reported the arrest of fourteen members of a 
 maghaiartatanains gang in Chengteh Jehol province of North 
China. 

7 Aug.—Statements by released American airmen (see United States), 

1x Aug.—Korea. The Foreign Ministry. issued a_ statement 
denouncing the South Korean demand for the withdrawal of the 
neutral supervisory committee (see Korea). It said that the threatened 
action of the South Korean Government was ‘a plot by certain inter- 
national forces to upset the present situation’, that if not stopped it was 
bound to have extremely grave consequences, that any acts aimed at 
sabotaging the Korean armistice were impermissible, and that the 
United States and other Governments concerned on the side of the 
United Nations were bound, under the armistice, to take effective 
action to stop the threatened South Korean action. The statement went 
on to say that consolidation of the Korean armistice and advance 
towards peaceful Korean unification were essential for a relaxation of 
Far East tension and China had always striven to achieve these ends. 
China also had always sought a withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
Korea, and, contrary to slanders, the Chinese People’s Volunteers were 
ready to withdraw at any time, together with other foreign troops. The 
statement ended with an appeal for a Far Eastern conference, in which 
Asian countries should participate, to seek a settlement of the Korean 
question. 


COMMUNIST YOUTH CONGRESS. 12 Aug.—The fifth world 
youth festival in Warsaw ended. During its course the executive com- 
mittee declared the expulsion of the Yugoslav Youth Federation from 
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the World Federation of Democratic Youth in 1950 to have been ‘an 
erroneous resolution’. It was empowered to re-establish friendly rela- 
tions with Yugoslav youth and with such western (and anti-Communist) 
organizations as the Y.M.C.A., the International Union of Socialist 
Youth, and the World Assembly, as well as other international youth 
organizations ‘with a view to calling joint conferences’. Contacts with 
Unesco were also called for. 

The executive committee instructed the secretariat of the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth to pay ‘particular attention to youth 
organizations in the colonial and under-developed countries’. 


CONFERENCE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY. 
§ Aug.—The international conference on the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy opened in Geneva. Messages of goodwill were received from 
President Eisenhower, Marshal Bulganin, Sir Anthony Eden, and other 
heads of States. 


CUBA. 5 Aug.—Two large arms caches including anti-aircraft and 
machine guns were discovered by police and army intelligence. Numer- 
ous arrests were made. 

Arrangements made for the return to Cuba on 6 August of ex- 


' President Socarras (who was deposed by a coup d’état in March 1952) 
' were cancelled as a result of the discovery. 


16 Aug.—It was announced that police had seized another arms cache 
at Guanabacao, near Havana. One arrest had been made. 


CYPRUS. 10 Aug.—A special constable was shot dead in Nicosia. 
Athens Radio later commented that his death was ‘severe but just 
punishment—a lesson to those who forget their holy duty’. 

12 Aug.—aA police sergeant was shot by EOKA terrorists in Fama- 
gusta and died later. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 10 Aug.—Germany. Mr Siroky, Prime 
Minister, stated that Czechoslovakia was ready to confer with the west 
German Government on the re-establishment of normal diplomatic 
relations. 

13 Aug.—_Commuunist Party Purge. Rude Pravo, the Communist 
Party organ, reported that thousands had been expelled from the party 
in recent months for ‘non-fulfilment of party obligations’. 


EGYPT. 6 Aug.—Jordan. It was officially confirmed that Egypt was 
planning a direct southern link with Jordan by way of a road across the 
Sinai peninsula to connect with a ferry service to the Jordanian port of 


Aqaba. 


g Aug.—U.S.S.R. It was announced that Colonel Nasser, Prime 
Minister, had accepted an invitation to visit Moscow. 

10 Aug.—Barter Agreement. The Government announced a 
barter agreement with Russia and Rumania under which Egypt would 
provide Russia with 60,000 tons of rice and Rumania with {E1-8 m. 
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Egypt (continued) 


worth of cotton yarn in exchange for Russian oil and Rumanian paraftip, 

11 Aug.—Propaganda to the Sudan. A broadcast over the 
Sudanese service of Cairo radio said that the Sudanese Prime Minister, 
Ismail el Azhary, had declined an Egyptian offer in 1954 to supply the 
Sudanese Army with Egyptian military academies and to build up the 
Sudanese air force—all free of charge—and had preferred to buy 
obsolete British arms at high prices and to send military missions to 
Britain. The broadcast implied that this showed how firmly such 
Sudanese ‘separatists’ were controlled by the Whitehall imperialists, 

12 Aug.—The official newspaper Al Goumhouria said that it was now 
practically impossible to ensure the free and neutral atmosphere stipu- 
lated by the Anglo-Egyptian agreement as necessary during the period 
of Sudanese self-determination, and it said the only reason was the 
‘disgraceful behaviour’ of Ismail el Azhary, the Prime Minister. 

13 Aug.—Sudanese Prime Minister’s appeal to Britain to protest 
against Egyptian infringement of agreement (see Sudan). 

Shelling of s.s. ‘Anshun’. A new Note was received from the 
British Government concerning the shelling of the British steamer 
Anshun on 3 July. 

14 Aug.—Sudan: Note to Britain. A Note was delivered at the 
British Embassy proposing that the question of the composition of the 
international commission to supervise the process of Sudanese self- 
determination should be referred to the Sudanese Parliament for deci- 
sion. The Note gave an account of the negotiations between the British 
and Egyptian delegations in Cairo on the question. 

A British Embassy spokesman said the British Government welcomed 
the proposal. He then outlined the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations and 
said the Egyptian Note gave an inaccurate picture of them. 

16 Aug.—British Note on international commission for the Sudan 
(see Great Britain). 

Egyptian-Israeli Talks. According to reports from Gaza, tiie 
Egyptian-Israeli talks on reducing tension in the Gaza area, which were 
due to be resumed on 18 August, had been indefinitely postponed at 
the request of the Israelis. 


FORMOSA. 4 Aug.—United States. Dr Yeh, Chinese Nationalist 
Foreign Minister, said that the United States had given his Govern- 
ment oral and written assurances that there would not be a ‘sell out’ of 
Nationalist China during the Communist Chinese-American talks at 
Geneva. An assurance had also been given that the talks did not in any 
way represent a change in United States policy in the Far East. 

6 Aug.—British Protest. A strong protest was received from the 
British Government against an attack by Chinese Nationalist aircraft on 
the British steamer Jnchwells on 3 August. 


FRANCE. 4 Aug.—Tunisia. The Council of the Republic (Upper 
House) voted by 254 to 25 in favour of ratification of the Franco- 
Tunisian home rule agreements. 
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Morocco. M. Faure, Prime Minister, told the Council of Ministers 
that he had received a letter from the Pasha of Marrakesh, El Glaoui, 


- reaffirming his opposition to French plans for settling the Moroccan 


dynastic question which he asserted would be contrary to the treaties of 


- Fez and Algeciras. The Pasha said that M. Grandval, the Resident- 


General, had told him that he considered the abdication of Sultan 


- Moula Arafa to be probable. 


Franco-German Trade Agreement. The Foreign Minister and 
the Federal German Ambassador signed a new three and a half year 
trade agreement providing for a total annual trade between the two 
countries of about $1,000 m. 

Aug.—Morocco. M. Faure, Prime Minister, in a speech to the 
National Assembly, said that France would yield to no threat or 
intimidation or terrorism in Morocco. Her policy remained that of 
evolution and reform. Such a policy required a high degree of Moroccan 
co-operation, which was not made easy by existing conditions. ‘That was 
why the Government was concerned, not only with the maintenance of 
order and a policy of reform, but with ‘seeking a certain wider reconcilia- 
tion’. 

Trade Liberalization. It was learnt that the Government had 


' agreed to a German request that the ‘liberalized’ sector of French trade 


with the O.E.E.C. countries should be restored to 75 per cent. It had 


{ also agreed to restore the last set of cuts made in the quotas for the con- 
trolled sector of French import trade. 
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Antarctic. The National Assembly approved a Bill bringing into the 
French Union French islands in the south-eastern part of the Indian 
Ocean and Adélie Land on the Antarctic continent. A statement by the 
Ministry of Overseas France said that the new law reasserted French 
rights in a part of the globe which was being opened up by technical 
progress. (The possessions were formally placed under French sover- 
eignty in 1938.) 

g Aug.—The Saar. The Foreign Ministry stated that, contrary to 
the belief apparently held by the pro-German parties in the Saar, a 
rejection of the European statute by the Saarlanders would automatically 
involve a return to the situation existing before the signing of the 
Franco-German agreement—i.e., a partly autonomous Saar in economic, 


_ customs, and monetary agreement union with France. It recalled that 


Parliament made the signing of the Saar agreement a condition for 
ratification of the Paris agreements, and said that the closest link existed 
between the two agreements. Rejection of the statute would therefore 
not only deprive Saarlanders of the important advantages gained but 
would also have most serious consequences for Franco-German rela- 
tions. 

10 Aug.—Franco-Libyan agreement (see Libya). 

11 Aug.—North Africa. The Government co-ordination committee 


: for North Africa (consisting of the Prime Minister, fifteen other Mini- 
_ sters, the Governor-General of Algeria, and the Residents-General in 
_ Tunisia and Morocco) began a two-day meeting on the situation in 


Morocco, 
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GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE. 11 Aug. 
Japan. The G.A.T.T. Secretariat in Geneva confirmed that Japan had 
received the necessary votes required for her admission to G.A.T.T. 
and would become a member on 10 September on which date the 
tariffs negotiated between Japan and the United States, Canada, and 
Denmark would become effective. Among those who voted against 
Japan’s admission were the United Kingdom, South Africa, and France. 


GERMANY. 4 Aug.—West Germany. Herr Bliicher, Federa| 
German Vice-Chancellor, made a declaration in Berlin in which he 
rejected the incorporation of two separate German States in a European 
security system, as proposed by Russia at the Geneva conference, and 
insisted that the twin problems of German unity and European security 
must be solved together and that an effective security system was im- 
possible without a united Germany. He said that the proposals put 
forward by the West at Geneva to meet Soviet fears of a united Ger- 
many corresponded to the will of the Federal Government who had 
been consulted before the Geneva conference. 

Franco-west German trade agreement (see France). 

5 Aug.—Army Pay. The Bundesrat reduced by one-fifth the salaries 
which Herr Blank, Defence Minister, had proposed for the generals of 
the new army. The other scales were passed without alteration. 

The Saar. The international plebiscite commission on the Saar 
sent a telegram to the Federal German Government saying that ‘serious 
difficulties’ might arise if German politicians visited the Saar territory 
during the election campaign, and pointing out that any outside inter- 
ference in the referendum was expressly forbidden by the terms of the 
Franco-German agreement. 

8 Aug.—Herr Altmeier, Chief Minister of the Rhineland Palatinate, 
protested against the exclusion from the Saar of Herr Walz, a Christian 
Democrat member of the Bundestag, who, on 7 August, had been pre- 
vented from entering the territory to attend a political meeting (Herr 
Walz had been expelled from the Saar in 1953 upon his election to the 
Bundestag, but under the plebiscite law he had qualifications to vote by 
reason of his former residence. In the Saar Government’s view the 
plebiscite Act gave an expelled person the right to vote but not to take 
part in the political campaign.) 

Von Gehlen Organization. West German officials revealed that the 
espionage service under ex-General Von Gehlen had been placed under 
the direct control of the Chancellor. (For the past eight years it had been 
financed by the United States.) 

9g Aug.—West Germany. The Saar. Herr von Brentano, Foreign 
Minister, informed the Saar plebiscite commission, in a reply to its 
telegram of 5 August, that he had asked the Christian Democratic 
Union and the Christian Democratic parliamentary party not to send 
representatives to Saarbriicken. 

The Social Democratic Party described the French Government’s 
statement on the effects of an adverse vote on the European statute (see 
France) as ‘an intervention from outside’ upon which the plebiscite 
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commission ought to pronounce. It said the statement was « form of 
ressure designed to influence the plebiscite in favour of Herr Ho‘fmann, 
the Chief Minister. - 

ro Aug.—Dutch statement on west German territorial claiin (see 
Netherlands). 

Czechoslovak Prime Minister’s proposal for talks with west Germany 
on re-establishing diplomatic relations (see Czechoslovakia). 

12 Aug.—East Germany. Herr Grotewohl, Chief Minister, stated 
in the Volkskammer that the question of a European security pact was 
the first item on the Foreign Ministers’ agenda. He said that reunifica- 
tion could not be solved before the question of European security and 
that it was idle to expect to secure reunification before Europe had been 
made secure against the danger of German remilitarization and aggres- 
sion. A European security system must inevitably lead to annulment of 
the North Atlantic and Western European treaties, thereby removing 
the main obstacles to reunification. For this reason his Government 
endorsed the Soviet proposal for a security system in two phases and 
rejected a reunited Germany subjected to the western pacts. Herr 
Grotewohl accused Dr Adenauer of deliberately attempting to sabotage 
the Geneva achievements, and asserted that he and the Federal Govern- 
ment were the only forces which still clung to the discredited concept 
of the ‘policy of strength’. 

West Germany. Yugoslavia. It was learned that the Federal 
Government had received a Note from the Yugoslav Government 
which, it was understood, requested the payment of German war-time 
debts amounting to $100 m. 

West German Note to Russia. The Federal Government’s reply 
to the Soviet Note of 3 August (see No. 15, p. 490) regarding Dr 
Adenauer’s visit to Moscow was handed to the Soviet Ambassador in 
Paris. It proposed that the approximate date for the visit should be 
9 September, and it accepted the subjects for discussion put forward 
by the Soviet Government, but stated that there were certain related 
subjects, which could not be separated from the question of establishing 
diplomatic relations, which should also be included. Among these it 
cited ‘the question of the State unity of Germany, upon the solution of 
which the creation of a system to assure European security depends’ and 
‘the question of the release of those Germans who are at present still 
in custody in the territory or the sphere of influence of the Soviet 
Union, or who are otherwise prevented from leaving that sphere’. 

15 Aug.—West Berlin. Denazification. The west Berlin denazi- 
fication court fined Dr Stellrecht, former deputy of Alfred Rosenberg, 
22,000 marks (about £1,850) for his activities during the Nazi era. He 
was also deprived of civic rights for three years. 


GOA. 4 Aug.—The Goa Government announced that fifty-seven 
Indians who had entered the colony on 3 August had been arrested and 


expelled. 


7 Aug.—Portuguese statement on Indian troop movements (see 


Portugal). 
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Goa (continued) 

10 Aug.—Indian denial of troop movements (see India). 

12 Aug.—The Governor-General of Portuguese Indian territories 
General Guedes, told the press that police had been instructed not t, 
allow Indian demonstrators to enter the territories. The Army had been 
withdrawn from the frontiers and would be used only to repel armed 
invasion; the police would use armed force only as a last resort. He said 
that since July 1954, 454 Goans had been arrested on political charges, 
together with 176 Indian satyagrahis. Of these, 132 had been released 
for lack of evidence, 127 had been expelled to India, and 371 held for 
trial. Of those tried, 193, including 17 Indians, had been arraigned 
before military courts for crimes against internal security, and 27 had 
been acquitted. 

14 Aug.—Report of frontier incident (see India). 

15 Aug.—Independence Day Demonstrations. A number of 
demonstrators were killed and injured when police opened fire on 
Indians attempting to enter Goa and other Portuguese territory in 
satyagraha marches timed to coincide with Indian Independence Day. 
Portuguese police headquarters gave the casualty figures as thirteen 
killed and thirty wounded and said that about 3,000 demonstrators 
entered Goa and Daman. (For Indian official estimates, see India). 

Later in the day the Goa Liberation Aid Committee called off the 
campaign. 

Mr Nehru on Goa (see India). 

Portuguese protest to India (see Portugal). 


GREAT BRITAIN. 4 Aug.—Saudi Arabia. The Foreign Office issued 
a statement saying that after a fire at Hamasa in the Buraimi zone the 
Government had sent £4,000 worth of relief supplies to the stricken 
people. As the territory was under dispute with Saudi Arabia, both the 
Saudi Government and the president of the arbitration tribunal had 
been informed. The latter had raised no objection, but the Saudi 
Government had objected and used all their influence to prevent the 
distribution of the foodstuffs. In spite of strong representations by 
H. M. Government, they were continuing to prevent the distribution of 
the supplies and had made no effort to send in relief supplies of their 
own. 

[The Saudi Arabian Government, in a statement issued by its 
Embassy in Washington, accused the British Government of rejecting 
its offer to dispatch relief supplies to its subjects and of dispatching a 
vehicle with foodstuffs without obtaining the prior consent of the Saudi 
Arabian Government, as stipulated in the arbitration agreement.| 

6 Aug.—British protest to Chinese Nationalists (see Formosa). 

8 Aug.—Korea. The Foreign Office issued a statement deploring the 
South Korean Government’s threats against the neutral nations 
supervisory commission and the popular demonstrations against it. 
It said that the British Government attached importance to the main- 
tenance of the armistice agreement. 

Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy @.v. 
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9 Aug.—Seretse Khama. Lord Howe, Secretary of State for Com- 
monwealth Relations, informed a Labour Party deputation that there 


could be no change in the Government’s policy with regard to Seretse 
| Khama, the exiled chief of the Bamangwato tribe of Bechuanaland. 


11 Aug.—Oversea Trade. The Board of Trade issued provisional 


; figures which showed that in July exports were valued at {223-1 m., an 
increase of £66-1 m. over the June figure but 4 per cent below the 
average monthly rate in the first half-year. Imports rose by £44°8 m. to 


338°8 m. which was 7 per cent above the monthly average in the first 
half-year. After allowing for re-exports the excess of imports was 
{107°8 m., compared with {128-9 m. in June and an average of 
75:6 m. a month for the first half-year. The Board of Trade said the 
recent dock and railway strikes continued ‘substantially’ to affect the 


: monthly figures. 


13 Aug.—LR.A. Raid. A number of armed Irishmen raided an 
Army training centre at Arborfield, near Wokingham, held up a night 
guard of eighteen men, and stole a large quantity of ammunition, also 
rifles, Sten guns, and Bren guns. Three men were later taken into 
custody. 

(The arms and ammunition were recovered from an empty house in 
north London three days later.) 

Sudanese Prime Minister’s appeal to Britain (see Sudan). 

U.S.S.R. A Foreign Office statement welcomed the Soviet decision 


to reduce her armed forces by 640,000 men but said that it was difficult 


to assess the significance of the proposed reduction as the Soviet Union 
had never revealed the strength of her armed forces. It pointed out that 


q the size of the western armed forces had been published and could be 


verified ; (British forces had been reduced from 5 million to well under 
1 million since the war). If the Soviet Union would publish its strength 
‘it would be one of the safeguards of peace’. 

British Note to Egypt on shelling of Anshun (see Egypt). 

14 Aug.—Egyptian Note on international commission for the Sudan 


(see Egypt). 
15 Aug.—Brazil. The Treasury announced that a new system of 


4 multilateral trade and payments between the United Kingdom, western 


Germany, and the Netherlands on the one hand and Brazil on the 
other was expected to come into operation on 16 August. It said the 
system should cause greater flexibility in trade and payments with 
Brazil and equal opportunities for the monetary areas concerned. 

16 Aug.—Sudan. The text of a Note from the Government to the 
Governor-General of the Sudan was published in London. It informed 


_ the Governor-General that the Government, in order not to hold up 


the process of self-determination, had accepted the Egyptian proposal 
that the composition of the international supervisory commission should 
be left to the Sudanese Parliament to decide, but it pointed out that 
British views on the neutral nature of the Commission had not changed. 
The Note outlined the course of recent negotiations in Cairo, making 
clear that Britain had at first proposed a commission of neutral States 
with a competent Sudanese Secretary-General to advise them. The 
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Great Britain (continued) 
Egyptians had refused to accept a commission on which they were not 
represented and had also pressed for Sudanese inclusion—to which 
the Sudanese as well as the British were opposed. A proposal for q 
commission made up of representatives of Burma, Pakistan, Persia 
Sweden, and Switzerland was rejected by Egypt who had said that if 
Britain would not accept the inclusion of the codomini, Egypt would not 
accept a commission with a ‘pro-western’ majority. She in turn had pro- 
posed two States from the eastern bloc and two from the west with an 
Asian chairman. This proposal, the Note stated, was based on ‘an en- 
tirely erroneous conception of the commission’s purpose’ which, in the 
British view, was solely to supervise the technical operation of Sudanese 
self-determination. 

E.P.U. Figures for the European Payments Union in July showed a 
deficit for Great Britain for the month of $71-1 m., the biggest 
registered by any country. 


GREECE. 10 Aug.—Athens Radio comment on murder of policeman 
in Cyprus (see Cyprus). 

13 Aug.—Broadcasts to Cyprus. Athens Radio broadcast an 
‘authoritative statement’ rejecting British criticisms of its broadcasts 
to Cyprus (see No. 15, p. 492). 

14 Aug.—Albanian statement on Greek reply to Albanian offer to 
establish diplomatic relations (see Albania). 


HUNGARY. 8 Aug.—Yugoslavia. Mr Rakosi, first secretary of the 
Hungarian Workers’ Party, speaking in Budapest, said he could assure 
‘Comrade Tito and other Yugoslav comrades that our party and the 
Government will undertake everything to deepen relations between 
ourselves and them and make them as friendly as possible’. He blamed 
the previous bad relations on the former head of the state security 
service, Gabor Petar, ‘and his gang’ (who were sentenced to life im- 
prisonment in March for crimes against the people and state). 


INDIA. 4 Aug.—Expulsion of Indians from Goa (see Goa). 

Goa. A boycott imposed by the dock workers union on the handling 
of ships touching Goa came into effect in Bombay. 

7 Aug.—Portuguese statement on Indian troop movements near Goa 
(see Portugal). 

9 Aug.—Goa. The secretary of the Bombay Transport and Dock 
Workers Union told the press that the boycott imposed on ships 
touching Goa was also being applied to ships belonging to companies 
or handled by agents who traded with Portuguese India. He said that 
port unions in Calcutta and Madras had agreed to impose a similar 
boycott, and that unions in Karachi and Colombo were being invited to 
co-operate. 

10 Aug.—Goa. The Indian Press Attaché in London said that 

rts of Indian troop movements on the Goa border were absolutely 
without foundation. He said the Portuguese authorities had been 
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repeatedly told that there were no Indian troops on the Goa border, 
and there would not be any troops there. 

Further Portuguese report of troop movements (see Portugal). 

12 Aug.—Windows were broken in the Portuguese consulate in 
Bombay during a demonstration by about 5,000 people, mostly workers 
taking part in a one-day strike organized by left-wing elements to 
express sympathy for the Goa liberation movement. 

Portuguese appeal for prohibition of satyagraha on 15 August (see 

rtugal). 
eis Reports reaching Bombay said that one man was 
killed and another wounded when Portuguese troops fired on a group 
of demonstrators near the border. Twenty-five satyagrahis were also 
reported to have been arrested when attempting to cross the frontier. 

15 Aug.—In a reference to Goa in his customary Independence Day 
speech, Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, sent his good wishes to satyagrahis 
but said India would not be provoked into military action and would 
adopt only peaceful methods to solve the problem, no matter how long 
it took. He referred to the recent case of firing on satyagrahis by Portu- 

ese soldiers and warned the Portuguese that they would achieve 
nothing by such methods which were not sanctioned by international 
law or by any moral code. He denied that Indian troops were encircling 
Goa or were anywhere near it. 

Bihar. Indian police fired on an Indian crowd in Bihar, killing one 
person and wounding four, when the crowd tried to take down a tri- 
colour and put up a black flag. 

Independence Day demonstrations and casualties in Goa (see Goa). 

Portuguese protest (see Portugal). 

16 Aug.—Goa. Both Houses of Parliament adjourned for half an 
hour as a mark of sympathy for satyagrahis killed in Goa on Indepen- 
dence Day, and a hartal was observed throughout the capital. 

Mr Nehru described the behaviour of the Portuguese authorities as 
‘brutal and uncivilized in the extreme’, and said the story would not 
end till the objective was achieved, but he reaffirmed that India’s 
basic policy was a peaceful approach to the problem. He had little 
doubt that the Portuguese action in Goa was meant to provoke the 
Indian Government into some action which might cover up Portuguese 
misdeeds and wrongs. 

Bombay Disorders. ‘Twenty-six persons were wounded in Bombay 
when police fired on demonstrators outside the Provincial Government 
offices who were demanding that the Indian flag be lowered to half mast 
for the satyagraha victims in Goa. The police had first made repeated 
tear gas and lathi charges without avail to disperse the crowd. Eighty 
others, including twenty policemen, were injured during the incidents, 
and eighty-three persons were arrested. 

In Calcutta students who joined a procession of protest against the 
killing of satyagrahis in Goa hoisted the Indian flag on the Portuguese 
consulate, and later smashed windows and furniture. 

17 Aug.—During a strike called in Calcutta by left-wing organiza- 
tions as a mark of protest and mourning over the shooting of the Indian 
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India (continued) 
satyagrahis in Goa, a mob attacked the British-owned premises o; 
G. Mackenzie and Company and demanded that work should stop 
After an attempt to burn a car, the firm decided to close for the day. 
Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, said in the House of the People that he 
was deeply distressed by the acts committed against foreign consulates 
and missions. He offered full compensation to the consulates involved. 
In a statement on Goa Mr Nehru claimed that the Goans themselves 
had held large-scale demonstrations inside Goa on 15 August, and he 
said that a number of persons, including many well-known citizens 
had been arrested by the Portuguese authorities at Mormugio and 
Bekolen. He said that 1,711 persons had entered Goan territory, and 
that according to the most authentic information fourteen persons had 
died, six or seven more were presumed dead, thirteen were severely 
wounded, and twenty-four were missing. ; 


INDO-CHINA. 9 Aug.—South Vietnam. The South Vietnam 
Government replied in a statement to the Viet Minh request for nego- 
tiations in preparation for elections in 1956. The statement reaffirmed 
the view already expressed by M. Diem in his broadcast of 16 July that 
completely free elections were desirable in principle but that conditions 
of freedom, of life, and of the vote must first be satisfied. It said nothing 
could be done while the Communist regime in the north denied the 
people democratic freedom and fundamental rights, and it described the 
Viet Minh proposal for negotiations as simply a propaganda move to 
represent the Viet Minh as defenders of national liberty. 

The statement noted with satisfaction that the three western Powers 
understood Mr Diem’s difficulties and that they agreed with him that 
any stand should be avoided which might sap his authority, discourage 
the Vietnam population, or weaken its national or democratic spirit. It 
denied ‘tendentious press reports’ that the western Powers had put 
pressure on Mr Diem to fulfil the Geneva agreement. 

The South Vietnam army launched an offensive with fifteen battalions 
against the Hoa Hao rebels under General Ba Cut in a wide area about 
fifty miles south-west of Saigon. 

16 Aug.—Laos. The North Vietnam Radio reported that Laotian 
Government troops had launched strong attacks on 13 August against 
the pro-Communist Pathet Lao forces who had compelled them to 
withdraw. The attacks were stated to have been launched in the Muong 
Peun area in Sam Neua (one of the two regrouping regions for the 
Pathet Lao under the Geneva agreement). 


INDONESIA. 11 Aug.—New Government. The Vice-President 
announced the formation of a right-wing Muslim-dominated coalition 
Government under Burhanuddin Harahap of the Masjumi Party. The 
Nationalists and Communists (the basis of the previous Government) 
were excluded. (A general election was due to be held on 29 September.) 

17 Aug.—Western New Guinea. President Sukarno, in an In- 
dependence Day speech in Jakarta, called for the mobilization of 
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- Indonesia (continued) 
 Indonesia’s ‘fighting potential’ to gain control of Dutch West New 


» Guinea. 
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: IRELAND. 15 Aug.—Partition. Mr Dillon, Minister for Agriculture, 


hat he 

ao ' speaking in Donegal, said that partition would never be accepted by 

Ived. [E the Irish people and the attempt to maintain it was ‘fraught with 

selves. [terrible dangers, not only for our own people north and south, but 

nd he [for all peace-loving democracies’. But he counselled patience as the only 

izens {effective method of abolishing partition without civil war. 

5 and Appeal by Minister of Northern Ireland (see Northern Ireland). 

- and | 16 Aug.—I.R.A. Mr Macdiarmada, who was described as Adjutant- 

shad [| General of the Irish Republican Army, issued a statement to Dublin 

verely | newspapers in which he referred to ‘a successful raid by a party of 
* [ten volunteers’ at an army depot at Arborfield on 13 August. (For details 

of raid, see Great Britain, 13 August.) 

‘tna 

0 _ ISRAEL. 4 Aug.—Syria. The Israeli authorities seized the Feisal, a 

rmed | Syrian sailing ship, and brought it into Haifa with its cargo and crew. 

ythat [|  § Aug.—General Burns, chief of the United Nations truce super- 

itions | vision staff, informed the Israeli-Government that the cargo of the 

thing | Feisal included U.N. relief goods. The Government offered to release 

d the [| the goods in question but were understood to be holding the ship and 

dthe | four Syrian merchants on board as hostages for the release by Syria of 

ve to four Israeli soldiers caught on Syrian territory and imprisoned since 


December 1954. (The Israeli-Syrian Mixed Armistice Commission had 
ywers | censured Israel, but had recommended that the Israelis should be 
‘that | released. The Syrian authorities had ignored the recommendation.) 
rage g Aug.—A conference of the two national religious parties—the right 
it. It | wing Mizrahi and the Mizrahi workers’ party (Hapoel Hamizrahi)— 
decided by a large majority to merge into one political party. Mizrahi 


put 

: was unanimously in favour, but Hapoel Hamizrahi was sharply divided. 
lions 16 Aug.—Reported postponement of Egyptian-Israeli talks (see 
bout Egypt). 


’ 

4 

: 

_ 17 Aug.—The President invited Mr Ben Gurion to form a Govern- 
| ment. 
2 
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JAPAN. 9 Aug.—Dumping. The Ministry of Trade announced that 
two committees were to be set up to investigate charges of dumping of 
Japanese textile goods in America and Europe. 

Bank Rate. The Bank of Japan raised its basic discount rate from the 
equivalent of 5-84 per cent to 7-3 per cent. 

11 Aug.—G.A.T.T. statement on Japan’s admission (see General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). 

Arrest of Communist Leaders. Three leading Communists—Mr 
Shida, Mr Nosaka, and Mr Konno—reappeared at a party rally in 


lent 
Hon 
The 
ont) 


er.) Tokio after five years in hiding. They were immediately arrested under 
In- warrants issued five years earlier. 
of 14 Aug.—Australian Prime Minister on Japanese accession to 
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Japan (continued) 
G.A.T.T. (see Australia). 
17 Aug.—U.S.S.R. It was announced that Soviet coastguards had 
released sixty-three Japanese fishermen whose six boats had beep 
seized off the Nemuro peninsula, Hokkaido, in March and July. 


JORDAN. 6 Aug.—Proposed link between Egypt and Jordan (sec 
Egypt). 


KASHMIR. 10 Aug.—On the second anniversary of Sheikh Ab. 
dullah’s dismissal and detention, his supporters issued a statement 
demanding an immediate impartial plebiscite in Jammu and Kashmir to 
decide the future of the state. It challenged the competency of the 
Constituent Assembly to take a decision on accession to India. 

15 Aug.—Supporters of Sheikh Abdullah, who had formed them- 
selves into a ‘plebiscite front’, telegraphed to Mr Nehru demanding a 
guarantee that Kashmiris alone would be the arbiters of their future, 
that no force would be used to keep them in India, and asking for the 
immediate release of Sheikh Abdullah and other detained persons. 


KENYA. 7 Aug.—It was announced that security forces were being 
assisted in the campaign against Mau Mau by increasing numbers of 
Kikuyu women who were being organized in groups of fifty. A crowd 
of 8,000 women had recently helped the security forces in a sweep south 
of the Nyeri district. 

8 Aug.—Emergency Figures. In the week ended 6 August security 
forces killed ninety-eight Mau Mau terrorists and captured twenty. 
One African member of the security forces was killed. 

10 Aug.—Emergency Figures. Emergency figures for July showed 
that 213 Mau Mau terrorists were killed, sixty-three captured, and 866 
suspects detained. One European, one Asian, and three African mem- 
bers of the security forces were killed, all of them except one African, 
accidentally. 

11 Aug.—African Appeal to Terrorists. African unofficial mem- 
bers of the Legislature issued another appeal to terrorists to give up the 
struggle. 

15 anes Figures. Figures for the week ended 13 
August showed that sixty-four terrorists were killed, fifteen captured, 
and fifty suspects detained. 

17 Aug.—Security forces, aided by 17,000 villagers, including many 
women, carried out a large-scale sweep in the Lari and escarpment 
forest areas, killing ten Mau-Mau terrorists including ‘Field-Marshal 
Sir W. Kuria’, chief gang leader of the Kiambu district of the Kikuyu 


reserve. 


KOREA. 7 Aug.—South Korean demonstrators, estimated at 10,000, 
clashed with American military police in Seoul after the South Korean 
Government had sent an ultimatum to the neutral nations supervisory 
commission demanding their withdrawal by 13 August. Six South 
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Korean ex-servicemen were injured. Other demonstrations were held 
all over South Korea. 

The Foreign Ministry stated that it was demanding the com- 
mission’s withdrawal because it ‘could not tolerate espionage activities’ 
of the Czech and Polish members of the team. 

8 Aug.—Demonstrations continued throughout South Korea. 

British statement (see Great Britain). 

g Aug.—During a third day of demonstrations United States army 
guards used tear gas and rifle butts at Pusan to drive back about 4,000 
anti-Communist demonstrators who were trying to storm the compound 
of the neutral commission. Seven U.S. soldiers were injured. 

10 Aug.—President Rhee appealed to South Koreans not to use 
violence in support of his ultimatum to the neutral commission to leave 
Korea by the night of 13 August. 

American army guards at Wolmi Island, near Inchon, used fire hoses 
and tear gas to disperse about 600 demonstrators who were trying to 
storm billets of the truce commission. 

Mr Dulles’s statement on Korea (see United States). 

11 Aug.—Chinese condemnation of South Korean threat (see China). 

The South Korean Government said that it had no right to forbid 
demonstrations in which Koreans were ‘voluntarily expressing their 
spirit of self-determination’. 

12 Aug.—Major-General Parks, senior United Nations delegate on 
the armistice commission, told the press that he had assured the Com- 
munists that if necessary the United Nations would, to the limit of its 
ability, establish a military guard to ensure observance of the armistice 
terms. He blamed the ‘unneutral manner’ of the Poles and Czecho- 
slovaks for the existing conditions in South Korea. 

13 Aug.—President Rhee said in a broadcast that he was extending 
‘for several days’ the deadline of the Government’s ultimatum to the 
neutral nations supervisory commission. He advocated ‘peaceful and 
orderly’ demonstrations. 

At Kunsan and at Inchon South Koreans tried to storm U.S. military 
compounds holding neutral investigating teams. They were repelled 
by U.S. military police with tear gas bombs. 

The U.S. Eighth Army announced that forty-four United States 
soldiers had been injured in demonstrations during the week. South 
Korean national police said that one South Korean had been killed, one 
had died ‘as a result of exhaustion’, several had been wounded, and 
more than eighty injured. 

14 Aug.—About 200 South Korean ex-service men demonstrated 
against the commission at Pusan. 

15 Aug.—President Rhee, in a speech in Seoul, warned South 
Koreans that any persons using violence in the campaign against the 
neutral supervisory commission would be arrested and punished. 

About five thousand South Koreans shouted slogans at the com- 
mission’s headquarters in Pusan, calling for the departure of the 
Czechoslovak and Polish members. 

Exchange Rate. It was announced in Seoul that a new exchange 
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Korea (continued) 

rate for the hwan had been fixed at 500 to $1. It would remain in force 
for a year and would apply to American forces buying currency jn 
Korea and, with ‘certain limited exceptions’, in determining the value 
of American aid goods. 

North Korea. The North Korean Premier, Kim II Sung, speaking 
in Pyongyang, proposed a non-aggression pact with South Korea and 
a conference with the South Korean Government on unification of the 
country. 

16 Aug.—Mr Dulles’s statement on Korea (see United States). 

United States military police used fire hoses to drive back demon- 
strators who tried to storm the neutral nations supervisory commission 
billet at Kunsan. Demonstrations elsewhere were orderly. 

The South Korean Government rejected the North Korean pro- 
posal for an international conference on the unification of Korea. 


LIBYA. 10 Aug.—Franco-Libyan Agreement. A Franco-Libyan 
treaty of friendship was signed in Tripoli together with complementary 
agreements. The treaty provided for the evacuation by stages of French 
troops from the Fezzan, but it gave France transit rights for troops and 
the right to maintain military airfields. The accompanying conventions 
provided for the regulation of trade and financial relations, for joint 
supervision of the Libyan-Tunisian frontier, and for cultural co-opera- 
tion. 


MALAYA. 4 Aug.—Federal Government. The High Commissioner 
announced the composition of the Federal Legislative and Executive 
Councils. He said that the Chief Minister, Tengku Abdul Rahman, 
would be second to him in precedence in both Councils. In the Executive 
Council in addition to the Chief Minister and four Europeans (Chief 
Secretary, Minister for Transport, Attorney-General, and Financial 
Secretary) there were six Malay, three Chinese, and one Indian, Ministers. 
The Legislative Council would consist of fifty Malays, twenty-five 
Chinese, seven Indians, two Ceylonese, five European officials, seven 
European unofficials, and one representative from Malacca. 

6 Aug.—The Emergency. General Bourne, Director of Operations, 
said that the Communist terrorists had stopped fighting in the jungles. 
The war had reached a pause. He believed the elections had made 
the Malayans feel that their own political parties were their friends, 
and this reaction was causing confusion among the terrorists. Psycho- 
logical warfare had been stepped up and 32 m. leaflets dropped over 
the jungle in recent weeks. 

10 Aug.—War Executive Committee. It was announced that the 
Director of Operations war executive committee would in future 
include the Minister for Education, Dato Abdul Razak, and the Minister 
for Labour, Mr Sambanthan. (The Chief Minister and the Minister of 
Transport were already serving on the committee.) The decision con- 
tinued the policy of having two Malays, one Chinese, and one Indian 
on. the committee. The replacement in the Government of Mr Carey, 
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the former Minister of Works, meant that planters’ interests were no 
longer represented. , 

12 Aug.—Singapore. A delegation of six Chinese school teachers in 
Singapore presented a petition to the Chief Minister asking for the early 
release or an early open trial of the Chinese high school teacher, Chen 
Yang Cheng, who had been recently detained under emergency regu- 
lations. Mr Marshall, in reply, said that Chen’s continued detention was 
in the public interest. 

Penang: Arrest of Students. It was announced that twelve Chinese 
students had been arrested in Penang. The police said the arrest was 
a routine action in connection with possible Communist infiltration into 
Chinese schools. 

About 1,400 students of the Chung Ling Chinese high school in 
Penang refused to sit for examinations in protest against the arrest of the 
twelve students. 

Warning to Schools. It was learned that the Federation Govern- 
ment had warned headmasters of Chinese schools, through the Minister 
of Education, that drastic action would be taken against them for any 
acts of indiscipline or other conduct improper to school pupils, and that 
they must take every precaution to avoid contamination of pupils with 
undesirable elements in Singapore and should discourage visits to 
Singapore. 

13 Aug.—A gang of members of the ‘Fifth Independent Communist 
platoon’ held up a home guard post in the village of Sedenak, thirty 
miles north of Johore Bahru, and seized guns and ammunition. 

16 Aug.—Singapore. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secretary, who 
had returned to Singapore, conferred with Mr Marshall, the chief 
Minister. 

17 Aug.—City Council labourers in Singapore began a strike which 
affected essential services such as gas and water. 


MOROCCO. 4 Aug.—Opposition of El Glaoui to abdication of Sultan 
(see France). 

The right-wing French settlers’ organization, Présence Frangaise, 
published a statement saying that the creation of a council of regency 
would be in contradiction with the treaties which established the 
protectorate. 

At Marrakesh the tribunal of El Glaoui, the Pasha, sentenced 190 
people to prison terms of from six months to a year for participation in 
the recent riots. 

A Casablanca military court sentenced five Moroccan terrorists to 
death. Publication of the proceedings in the press was forbidden. 

5 Aug.—French Prime Minister’s statement (see France). 

Most of the population of Marrakesh went on strike against a decision 
of El Glaoui, the Pasha, to make the Arab quarter pay a levy of 500,000 
francs a day for the upkeep of a new force of Berbers he had called 
from the mountains to reinforce his personal guard. 

7 Aug.—Three bombs exploded in Casablanca injuring five Moroc- 
cans, 
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Morocco (continued) 

1o Aug.—Terrorists stoned to death a Moroccan woman and 
seriously injured a Moroccan in the new Arab quarter of Casablanca 

14 Aug.—M. Grandval, French Resident-General, delivered to the 
Sultan a letter from M. Faure, French Prime Minister, which, it was 
understood, requested him to form a fully representative Moroccan 
Government. 

16 Aug.—Thirteen judges and counsellors of the High Sherifian 
Tribunal, sent a telegram to M. Grandval saying that a settlement of 
the throne question was essential for a return to normal. 

Nationalist agitators smashed street lamps in the Medina of Casa. 
blanca and covered walls with slogans in favour of the ex-Sultan which 
called for a ‘holy war’ against French rule. 

17 Aug.—In clashes with the police in Casablanca which followed an 
attempt to lynch a French motorist and an attack on a police post, two 
Moroccans were killed and six persons, including the Frenchman, were 
wounded. 


NETHERLANDS. 10 Aug.—West German Territorial Claim. D; 
Luns, Minister without Portfolio, stated in a written parliamentary 
reply that the Federal German Government had submitted to the 
Dutch Government in 1952 a claim for the restitution of the territories 
near Elten which were added to the Netherlands after the war. The 
Minister said that since 1952 several changes of view had been ex- 
pressed. The status of the territories had been determined under the 
Bonn agreements. The Netherlands was not prepared to go further into 
the matter at present, but it could be dealt with in an eventual peace 
treaty. 


NORTHERN IRELAND. 11 Aug.—By-Election. In a by-election in 
Mid-Ulster, Mr Mitchell, the Sinn Fein candidate, was re-elected with 
an increased majority. 

(After his election in the General Election he had been declared by the 
House of Commons to be incapable of being elected or returned on the 
ground that he was serving a prison sentence for felony. He had been 
sentenced to ten years’ penal servitude for conspiring to levy war 
against the Queen and for taking part in an armed attack in October 
1954 on an army depot at Omagh in which four British soldiers were 
wounded. Despite the House of Commons declaration, Mr Mitchell 
had been re-nominated as a candidate in the by-election.) 

13 Aug.—I.R.A. raid (see Great Britain). 

15 Aug.—Appeal to Irish Government. Mr Hanna, Northern 
Ireland Minister of Home Affairs, speaking in Belfast, appealed to the 
Irish Republican Government to enter into an extradition agreement 
with Northern Ireland and to take up the question of I.R.A. activities. 
He said that although State and Church in the Irish Republic had 
proclaimed against the use of force, drilling and recruiting for the I.R.A. 
went on openly. 
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" ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 5 Aug.—Further French liberalization (see France). 


PAKISTAN. 4 Aug.—Muslim League. It was announced that twenty 
~ members of the Punjab Legislative Assembly, including a former Chief 
- Minister and two other former Ministers, had resigned from the 


Muslim League as a protest against ‘dictatorship’ from league head- 


~ quarters in Karachi. 


5 Aug.—Governor-General. It was announced that Mr Ghulam 


’ Mohammed, Governor-General, was taking long leave because of 
~ illness and that his place would be taken by Major-General Mirza, 


Minister of the Interior. 


7 Aug.—Resignation of Prime Minister. Mr Mohammed Ali, 


Prime Minister, tendered his resignation to the acting Governor- 
” General, Major-General Mirza, who asked him to continue in office 
until a new Ministry had been sworn. The resignation followed a 
” meeting of the Muslim League parliamentary party at which Chaudhri 
* Mohammed Ali, Finance Minister, was elected leader of the party and 
was authorized to negotiate with the Jinnah Awami League (led by Mr 


7) HLS. Suhrawardy). 


10 Aug.—Awami League. Mr Suhrawardy announced that the 


q Awami League had decided to reject an invitation to join a proposed 
‘national government’ and would go into opposition. 


11 Aug.—New Government. A new coalition Government under 


Chaudhri Mohammed Ali, Finance Minister in the previous Govern- 


ment, was announced. It consisted of eight other Ministers and two 
Ministers of State, and included a member of the minority community. 
Five of the new Ministers were members of the outgoing Government. 

Chaudhri Mohammed Ali, the new Prime Minister, said in a broad- 
cast that his Cabinet would be expanded later. He hoped the Awami 
League might find it possible to join as the country needed a national 


f Government, but he said he could count on its support and the support 


of its ‘great leader’, Mr Suhrawardy, in national issues. He emphasized 


~ the need for Indo-Pakistan friendship, and said the Kashmir dispute 
_ was the first problem to be solved. 


12 Aug.—The allocation of portfolios in the new Government was 
announced. Pending the completion of the Cabinet, the Prime Minister 
assumed responsibility for those of Defence, Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations, and Finance and Economic Affairs. Mr 
Fazlul Huq, whose Ministry in East Bengal had recently been dismissed, 
became Minister of the Interior. 


_ PERSIA. 9 Aug.—King Saud of Saudi Arabia arrived on a week’s 


official visit. 


PORTUGAL. 7 Aug.—Goa. The Ministry of Oversea Territories 


-, announced that information received indicated that Indian troops, 


equipped with fifteen tanks from Belgao, were being concentrated 
north of the Goa district. 
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Portugal (continued) 

10 Aug.—Indian denial of troop movements (see India). 

A statement by the Ministry of Oversea Territories said that dis. 
turbing preparations could be seen not only in the region of the Goa 
frontier. Huts of military type were being erected within sight of the 
Diu frontier, and unusual troop and police movements had been seep, 

12 Aug.—Goa. The Foreign Minister, Professor Cunha, stated at 
press conference that the Government would yield neither to threats 
nor provocations in regard to Goa but would keep to its policy of 
uncompromising defence of the national integrity and readiness to 
examine and try to solve problems of ‘territorial co-existence’. He 
deplored the loss of blood already shed and appealed to the Indian 
Government to prohibit the Satyagraha planned for 15 August, 
India’s Independence Day. 

15 Aug.—Mr Nehru on Goa (see India). 

Satyagrahi demonstrations and casualties (see Goa). 

A statement issued by the Foreign and Overseas Ministries said that 
unfortunately the Indian Union had not heeded the Portuguese appeal 
and several thousand Indians had entered Portuguese territory at 
several points. The authorities had been compelled to use force as a 
last resort, and there were deaths and wounded to be deplored. Armed 
forces from the Indian Union, namely Gurkhas and Sikhs, appeared at 
several points but their presence was not visibly intended to impede 
the invasion of Portuguese territory, as it was the international duty of 
the Indian Government to do. The Portuguese Government formally 
protested to the Indian Government for the serious acts of violation of 
sovereignty and denounced the illegitimate purposes of provocation 
which they involved. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 5 Aug.—Northern Rhodesia. It 
was stated that more than 600 Africans would be promoted as a result of 
the recent agreement between the Anglo-American group of copper- 
mining companies and the European Mineworkers’ Union. 

g Aug.—Northern Rhodesia. Public Order Bill. The Public 
Order Bill passed the committee stage in the Northern Rhodesia 
Legislative Council. The Bill prohibited the wearing of uniforms of 
political organizations in public places, and also barred lethal weapons 
and language intended to provoke a breach of the peace at public places 
or meetings. In addition, the Bill made it an offence to hinder or prevent 
anyone from carrying on essential services. 

The Chief Secretary said that there were incipient signs of conduct 
that called for changes in the law, and Mr Franklin, member for 
African interests, said that the Bill was being introduced because 
elements in the African National Congress were beginning to use 
intimidatory and violent measures to gain their ends. 

All four European members representing African interests supported 
the Bill. African members opposed it on the ground that it was designed 
to quieten and stifle African political views. 

15 Aug.—Northern Rhodesia. It was learned that the Rhodesia 


ee == -— —<_ 


i ee i 


4-17 AUGUST 1955 537 


Selection Trust had refused to agree to a request of the European 
Mineworkers’ Union for an agreement on African advancement 
similar to that signed by the Anglo-American group (see No. 15, p. 505). 

16 Aug.—The Federal Parliament rejected by 20 votes to 9 a motion 
by Sir John Moffat, chairman of the Federal Parliament’s African 
Affairs Board, calling for an investigation into the principles for the 
setting up of a united multi-racial nation in the Federation. 


RUMANIA. 10 Aug.—Barter agreement with Egypt (see Egypt). 

12 Aug.—Soviet Forces. Mr Gheorghiu-Dej, Prime Minister, told 
the press that Soviet troops would remain in Rumania after the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from Austria. He said they would remain on the 
basis of the eastern nations’ Warsaw treaty ‘until the foreign forces 
withdraw from western Europe and the military alliance of the western 
Powers is dissolved’. 


SAAR FREE TERRITORY. 8 Aug.—Plebiscite commission’s warning 
to west Germany (see Germany). 

German protest re expulsion of Herr Walz (see Germany). 

g Aug.—The Ministry of the Interior announced that it would not 
allow politicians from the Federal Republic to enter Saar territory 
before the plebiscite, on the ground that their presence during the 
plebiscite campaign would be an ‘intervention from outside designed to 
influence Saar opinion’ which was prohibited under the Franco- 
German agreement. The Ministry said the international plebiscite 
commission had raised no objection to this decision when informed. 

French statement on situation in event of a rejection of the European 
statute (see France). 

13 Aug.—Violent demonstrations took place in Saarbriicken when 
the parties in favour of the European statute held their first big meeting 
in the referendum campaign. Large numbers of pro-Germans tried to 
break up the meeting and clashes with the police occurred. 

During the meeting Dr Zimmer, the speaker of the Saar Landtag 
and a member of the Saar Social Democratic Party, who addressed the 
meeting along with Herr Hoffmann, alleged that the campaign of the 
three parties opposing the European statute was being financed from 
the German Federal Republic. He put the figure at 1,500 m. French 
francs and implicated Herr Kaiser, the Federal Minister for All-German 
Affairs, by name. 

16 Aug.—Herr Hoffmann, Chief Minister, and other leading sup- 
porters of the Saar European statute repeated at a press conference the 
allegation that the campaign of the three new parties opposing the 
statute was being financed from the German Federal Republic. They 
did so in face of a denial published earlier by the Ministry for All- 
German Affairs in Bonn, and said the details would be published and 
brought before the international supervisory commission. 

17 Aug.—Police used tear gas to break up a crowd of several thousand 
pro-German demonstrators who tried to storm an assembly hall at 
Neunkirchen in which Herr Hoffmann was speaking. 


— 


2 
A 
- 
5 
g 
5 
5 


538 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, VOL. 11, No. 16 


SAN MARINO. 14 Aug.—A general election was held in the Republic 
and resulted in an increased majority of 10 (a gain of 4) for the Com. 
munists and left-wing Socialists who secured 35 seats against 25 seats 
for the Christian Democrats. i 

15 Aug.—The Christian Democratic leaders complained of large. 
scale election fraud on the part of the two captains-regent (joint heads 
of State), one a Communist and the other a Socialist, and of the 
majority coalition. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 4 Aug.—British complaint re dispatch of relief to 
Buraimi oasis and Saudi Arabian counter-charge (see Great Britain), 
9 Aug.— Visit of King Saud to Persia (see Persia). 


SUDAN. 7 Aug.—Ismail el Azhary, Prime Minister, announced that he 
had expelled from the National Unionist Party Mohammed Nur ed 
Din, former Minister of Works and vice-president of the party, and 
El Tayeb Mohammed Keir, its secretary-general, because they had 
campaigned against other members. [Nur ed Din had led the group 
within the party in favour of union with Egypt. ] 

8 Aug.—Mohammed Nur ed Din stated that he did not recognize 
the authority of the Prime Minister as president of the party to dismiss 
him without the sanction of the party’s general assembly. He claimed 
that owing to the ‘unconstitutional’ dismissal and to the Prime Minister's 
abandonment of the policy of unity with Egypt, he should, as former 
vice-president, take over the presidency of the party. 

11 Aug.—et seq. Egyptian attacks on Ismail el Azhary and propaganda 
to the Sudan (see Egypt). 

13 Aug.—Sayed Ismail el Azhary, Prime Minister, in an interview 
with The Times correspondent in Khartoum, appealed to Britain to 
protest to Egypt against Egyptian ‘infringement’ of the Sudan agree- 
ment, and to insist on a strictly neutral international commission, 
without British, Egyptian or Sudanese representation, for the super- 
vision of the Sudanese elections. 

He said that when he and other Ministers had visited Egypt in July 
‘we wished to tell the Egyptian Government two things: that our two 
countries must be friends, and so attacks one against the other should 
cease; and that the Sudanese people had an ever increasing desire to 
cling to their independence. We were not received as friendly guests. 
We were ill treated. If we had represented a foreign Power, the treat- 
ment we received from our hosts would have made us break off diplo- 
matic relations’. 

The Prime Minister emphasized that throughout the Sudan he had 
found everywhere people clamouring for independence. He had himself 
previously supported the union of an autonomous Sudan under an 
Egyptian constitutional monarchy, but events in Egypt had changed 
his views. He gave a warning that the Government would take the 
strongest measures against any Egyptian attempt to create unrest in 
the Sudan. 
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Khatmia Sect. Sayed Ali el Mirghani, leader of the Khatmia sect, 
issued a statement calling on the Sudanese people and political leaders 
to agree to determine the future status of the country by a plebiscite 
instead of by the election of a Constituent Assembly. 

National Unionist Party. A surprise meeting of the National 
Unionist Party’s general organization, called by Mohammed Mur ed- 
Din, voted by 198 out of 236 to expel Ismail el Azhary and four of his 
_ supporters. Supporters of El Azhary later claimed that the meeting 
| was illegal, saying that there should be 500 votes in the general organiza- 
tion. 

14 Aug.—The Umma Party agreed to support the Government 
‘without prejudice to their duty as an Opposition’. 

Egyptian proposal for international commission (see Egypt). 

15 Aug.—Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi, leader of the Ansar 
and patron of the Umma Party, in a press interview, expressed strong 
support for a plebiscite to decide the future status of the Sudan rather 
than the election of a Constituent Assembly. 

16 Aug.—Parliament voted unanimously in favour of the setting in 
motion of self-determination and the evacuation of foreign troops as 
the first step. Enthusiastic demonstrations in Khartoum marked the 
occasion. 

British Note on international supervisory commission (see Great 


Britain). 


SYRIA. 4 Aug et seqg.—Seizure of sailing ship by Israel (see Israel). 

15 Aug.—Brigadier Shishakli. A military court sentenced the 
former President, Brigadier Shishakli, to twenty years’ hard labour, 
having convicted him in absentia of murdering Sergeant Mohammed 
Naji Bahri while questioning him in prison. The sergeant had been 
detained on a charge of plotting to assassinate President Shishakli 
during the last days of his regime. The court found that Brigadier 
Shishakli and the then military police commander, Captain Abdul Laq 
Shihadeh, had persecuted Bahri, causing his death. Captain Shihadeh 
received a similar sentence. Dr Naim el Hakim was fined 500 Syrian 
pounds for giving a false report that Bahri had committed suicide. Both 
Brigadier Shishakli and Captain Shihadeh were in France. No extradi- 
tion agreement between Syria and France existed. 


TURKEY. 13 Aug.—Mr Kasim Gulek, Secretary-General of the 
People’s Party, was arrested at the demand of the Istanbul public 
prosecutor because of a statement he had made to the press criticizing 
the manner in which the general election of 1954 had been carried out. 

Mr K@6priilii, deputy Prime Minister, speaking at a Press conference 
in Ankara, accused the Opposition of systematic misrepresentation of 
facts and of a deliberate attempt to disturb public order. He said the 
Government would take drastic measures against anybody trying to 
undermine political and economic stability. 

Both Opposition parties—the People’s and National parties—pro- 
tested against the Government’s attitude. 
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Turkey (continued) 

16 Aug.—Mr Gulek was released after the court had ruled that the 
charge was not sufficiently proved and that the prosecution could 
therefore continue without his being detained. 


UGANDA. 12 Aug.—Buganda Agreements. The Great Lukiko 
approved unanimously the main and transitional Buganda agreements 
(see Colonial Secretary’s statement of 22 Fuly, No. 15, p. 491). The agree- 
ments followed broadly the Namirembe recommendations as modified 
by the Lukiko sub-committee, but in one respect went further than the 
Namirembe recommendations. This was in the provision that Buganda 
members of the Legislative Council could be directly elected in 1961, or 
as early as 1957 if by then the Buganda Government should have pro- 
duced a workable scheme. A Note recorded the United Kingdom 
Government’s assurance that it had ‘no intention whatsoever’ of raising 
the issue of East African federation while local opinion in Buganda 
remained against it. 

15 Aug.—The Buganda (Transitional) Agreement, 1955, was signed 
in Kampala by the Governor and by three personal representatives of 
the Kabaka. 


UNITED STATES. 4 Aug.—Chinese Nationalist statement on U.S.- 
Chinese Communist talks (see Formosa). 

Disarmament. President Eisenhower told the press that he had 
informally indicated to the Russian leaders at Geneva that America 
would adopt both the Russian proposals of 10 May and his own pro- 
posals for inspection if it would mean a fair and effective system. He 
emphasized that he had never wanted to adopt a rigid position and he 
did not think Marshal Bulganin’s latest statement (see U.S.S.R.) had 
closed the door to an agreement. 

U.S.S.R. The Atomic Energy Commission said that Russia had 
resumed the testing of nuclear weapons in the past few days. 

6 Aug.—Communist Party. Following a meeting of the national 
committee of the Communist Party in New York, Mr William Foster, 
the chairman, issued a statement declaring that the recent Geneva 
conference ‘marks the beginning of the end of the cold war’. It called 
for ‘a great national crusade . . . for implementing Geneva in the spirit 
of Geneva’ and urged the American Labour movement to lead the 
crusade. 

7 Aug.—Released Airmen. The eleven American airmen released 
by the Chinese authorities made statements to the press in Tokio. 
Colonel Arnold, leader of the mission, in his account told of repeated 
torture, solitary confinement, starvation diets, and humiliation, and said 
they had signed confessions under duress. Captain Llewellyn, the 
navigator, said that the aircraft which was on a leaflet raid was at no 
time over Chinese territory, that it had been shot down forty miles 
south of the Yalu river, and that all the members of the crew had 
parachuted into North Korea. 

8 Aug.—China. Mr Robertson, Assistant Secretary of State, said 
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in an address to the Annual School of Advanced International Studies 
that American policy remained firmly opposed to relaxing restrictions on 
trade with China. He said Communist China still had 700,000 troops in 
North Korea and had built up a large jet Air Force there in violation of 
the armistice. They were still talking about liberating Formosa by 
force. To send things they needed to increase their war potential would 
be ‘a little naive’. 

Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy g.v. 

U.S.S.R. A Note was received from the Soviet Union asking the 
United States to secure the return to Russia of twenty Soviet seamen in 
Formosa who had asked for political asylum in Formosa and the United 
States. They were part of the crew of the Russian tanker, Twapse, seized 
by the Chinese Nationalists over a year previously. The return of the 
tanker was also requested. 

10 Aug.—Korea. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told the press that 
the United States sympathized with the rising tide of resentment in 
South Korea against the presence there of Communist members of the 
neutral nations supervisory commission, but it could not approve of 
the means currently employed to demonstrate that resentment. The 
United States expected to continue to carry out its obligations under the 
armistice agreement, and the South Koreans ‘ought not to try to chal- 
lenge this as they now seem determined to do’. The United States was 
inclined to agree that the commission was at present serving no useful 
purpose, but to get rid of it would present numerous problems, none of 
which would be solved by force. Much of the difficulty had arisen 
because the armistice had not been expected to last very long, whereas 
in fact it had continued for two years, and the armistice provisions 
were not adapted to this. Mr Dulles did not think that the future of the 
Republic of Korea was imperilled by the presence of the Communist 
members of the commission or that they had gained any significant 
information about South Korean defences, and he could not accept the 
use of force against them. A world of peace and order could not be 
built, he said, if people took the law into their own hands. 

Mr Dulles also reaffirmed United States opposition to the ‘two 
Chinas’ theory and hoped that Mr Diem would soon agree to talks on 
elections with the North Vietnam Government. 

Military Reserve Bill. President Eisenhower issued a statement 
criticizing several deficiencies in the Military Reserve Bill, saying that 
these might prevent the reserves from reaching their planned strength 
of 2-9 m. men in the next four years. The statement said the Secretary 
of Defence would be instructed to prepare additional legislation to 
correct these faults. 

Soviet Invitation. The executive council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labour announced that it had rejected an invitation to American 
trade union delegations to visit the Soviet Union. It said that ‘such a 
visit would only play into the hands of the totalitarian dictatorship 
which, regardless of its apologies at Belgrade and smiles at Geneva, 
denies its own people all fundamental human rights.’ 

1r Aug.—Secretary of the Air Force. The President nominated 
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United States (continued) 

Mr Quarles, Assistant Secretary of Defence in charge of research ap; 
developments, to be Secretary of the Air Force in succession to \j; 
Talbott. 

Bulgaria. The State Department announced that Bulgaria ha 
apologized to the United States and had offered to pay compensation fy, 
the death of the twelve Americans killed in the Israeli airliner shot dowy 
by Bulgarian fighters (see No. 15, pp. 478-9). 

13 Aug.—Cotton. Mr Benson, Secretary of Agriculture, announce; 
that no material change was planned in the Government’s cotton expor 
policy for the 1955-6 marketing year, but he expressed concern oye; 
the steady decline in the position of the United States in the worl 
cotton trade and observed that the recovery of America’s ‘normal share 
of commercial exports in world cotton trade is basic in long-term 
solutions’. 


16 Aug.—Geneva Conference. Mr Dulles told the press tha = 


reported objections of other countries to an American proposal to 
publish some of the records of the recent Geneva four-Power conference 
had apparently arisen from a misunderstanding of the proposal, which 
was to compile records which had already been published through 
official releases of actual texts or—in one or two cases—in which the 
substance of what was said had already been reported pretty completely, 
There was no intention of making a verbatim report or to publish reports 
of conversations. 

Soviet Armed Forces. Mr Dulles welcomed the Soviet decision to 
reduce its armed forces (see U.S.S.R.) as in keeping with the general 
atmosphere of the Geneva conference and a recognition of the fact that 
the United States would never be a party to aggression. He said it 
appeared to be the first significant reduction in Soviet armed manpower 
in the past eight years, and even so the Soviet standing forces would 
remain much larger than those of the United States. 

Korea. Mr Dulles repeated at his press conference his view that 
the neutral nations supervisory commission in Korea was no longer 
serving a useful purpose, and suggested that some provisions of the 
armistice agreement had become obsolete and would be better modified. 
He said that in this regard the United States had taken ‘a certain initia- 
tive’ with the Swiss, the Swedes, and the sixteen U.N. members which 
had been concerned in the fighting but there was not yet a positive 
result to report. 

17 Aug.—Code for U.S. Prisoners. President Eisenhower pro- 
claimed by executive order a code of conduct for American prisoners 
of war. It was the first ever drafted for Americans. An accompanying 
report by the Defence Department committee responsible for the code 
reviewed the history of the prisoners of war question and gave details 
of the treatment of American prisoners in Korea. The death toll of 
2,730 out of 7,190 Americans in North Korean camps was described as 
‘the worst since the revolutionary war’. It suggested that special 
training be given in ways of resisting enemy interrogators and that 
there should be co-ordination with civilian educational institutions. 
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U.S.S.R. 4 Aug.—Resumption of Soviet nuclear weapon tests (see 
United States). : Te 

Report on Geneva Conference. Marshal Bulganin, Prime Minister, 
in a long report to the Supreme Soviet on the Geneva conference, said 
that it took place in a spirit of co-operation and understanding and all 
participants had shown a desire for results. He described it as a major 
historical event and a turning point in the relations between the four 
great Powers, and said that the Soviet Union had wanted such a meeting 
for a long time and that it represented a success for the peace-loving 
peoples. He repeated the Soviet view that the best way of ensuring 
European security would be by means of a collective security treaty but 
said that when it had been proposed in 1954 western States had been 
unwilling to give up the N.A.T.O. alliance which they claimed was 

urely defensive. Marshal Bulganin asserted that the refusal to admit 
the Soviet Union into N.A.T.O. had demonstrated the falsity of the 
western claim. He went on to outline the Soviet proposal for a collective 
security treaty in two stages, saying that it had been put forward in an 
endeavour to meet the western reluctance to give up their military 
blocs at least for the time being. The Soviet Union was, however, ready 
to examine other proposals, and it considered that the British Prime 
Minister’s proposal for a pact between fewer countries merited atten- 
tion, but it must take into account the existence of the two different 
German States. Marshal Bulganin then referred to the Soviet proposal 
for a non-aggression pact between the two European blocs pending the 
conclusion of a general security treaty and to another Soviet proposal 
also submitted at the conference that States wishing to pursue a policy 
of neutrality should receive a four-Power guarantee. 

Turning to the question of Germany, he said the Soviet Union could 
not agree to a reunified Germany integrated in the western alignment 
as this would be counter to European security and to Soviet security. 
He declared the western proposal for a five-Power pact (between the 
U.S.A., Britain, France, Russia, and a reunified Germany), under which 
guarantees would be made to the Soviet Union, to be unacceptable to a 
great Power, and he pointed out that the guarantees would be given by 
States bound by military commitments under treaties which were 
obviously directed against the Soviet Union and the People’s Democra- 
cies. The Soviet delegation had restated at Geneva that implementation 
of the Paris agreements, i.e. remilitarization of western Germany and 
her integration in the western bloc, was incompatible with German 
reunification. Now that the Paris agreements existed, a solution of the 
German problem must be sought along the path of easing tensions, 
abolishing military groupings, and establishing an effective European 
system of collective security; the problem of reunification must be 
solved with the participation of the two German States. It was not 
possible to unite them by a mechanical fusion, but only gradually by 
means of co-operation between them. 

On the question of disarmament Marshal Bulganin referred to the 
Soviet proposals of 10 May and to the Soviet proposal at Geneva that 
the four Geneva Powers should pledge themselves at once not to be the 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

first to use atomic and hydrogen weapons. He agreed with the U.S. 
President that every disarmament plan boiled down to the question of 
control and inspection, and said that essential conditions did not as yet 
exist for an international control which would enjoy universal trust and 
be in keeping with international security. Therefore the question of 
control should be examined in close relation with measures to lessen 
tension and strengthen confidence as well as other disarmament 
measures. Referring to President Eisenhower’s proposal for an exchange 
of military information and facilities for aerial photography, Marshal 
Bulganin paid a tribute to the President’s desire to find a settlement, but 
said the real effects of such measures would not be great. In unofficial 
conversations with U.S. leaders the Soviet delegation had said that 
aerial photographs would be ineffective because both countries could 
hide anything they wanted. Also the plan covered only the territories 
of America and the Soviet Union and left out of account the armed 
forces and installations in other States. The Soviet Government regard- 
ed the Soviet proposals for control of 10 May to be more realistic and 
effective. 

Marshal Bulganin declared the Soviet Union to be in favour of large- 
scale international co-operation and the development of economic, 
scientific and cultural contacts, and he disclosed that in unofficial talks 
with Prime Minister Eden the organizing of exchange visits by naval 
ships and military delegations had been discussed. In summing up the 
results of the conference, he said it had played an important part in 
easing tension, and the establishment of personal contact was of great 
importance. The policy of ‘positions of strength’ was put aside, and the 
results were justly assessed as a step towards peace and the cessation 
of the cold war. Although the Foreign Ministers would inevitably en- 
counter difficulties when they met, these would not be insurmountable, 
and progress should be made if the spirit of Geneva were displayed. 

5 Aug.—Marshal Bulganin, in a further speech to the Supreme 
Soviet, said that his statement about President Eisenhower’s plan for 
an exchange of military blueprints had been ‘misunderstood’ in the 
foreign press. The proposal would be studied along with other dis- 
armament proposals. He paid a tribute to the work of the three other 
heads of Government at the Geneva conference and said the Soviet 
Union shared their wish for further negotiations in a spirit of co- 
operation. 

6 Aug.—Release of group of Austrian prisoners (see Austria). 

Marshal Bulganin, Prime Minister, entertained foreign ambassadors 
and ministers and their families at his summer villa near Moscow. 

8 Aug.—Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 

.v. 

Request to United States for return of Soviet seamen (see United 
States). 

9 Aug.—Invitation to Egyptian Prime Minister to visit Moscow (see 
Egypt). 

10 Aug.—Barter agreement with Egypt (see Egypt). 


—— 
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Rejection of Soviet invitation by American Federation of Labour 


(see United States). ' : 
12 Aug.—Announcement of retention of Soviet troops in Rumania 


(see Rumania). its 

West German Note re Dr Adenauer’s visit (see Germany). 

13 Aug.—Armed Forces. The Government announced its decision 
to reduce the size of its armed forces by 640,000 men. It said the deci- 
sion had been taken because of the recent relaxation in international 
tension and with a view to promoting relaxation of tension and estab- 
lishing confidence. 

British comment on reduction of armed forces (see Great Britain). 

14 Aug.—Release of Austrian scientists (see Austria). 

16 Aug.—Tourism. The first group of Soviet citizens to be allowed 
to go abroad for their holidays since the war left Russia for Poland. 

U.S. comment on reduction of Soviet armed forces (see United States). 

17 Aug.—Release of Japanese fishermen (see Japan). 

Tourism. The chairman of Intourist, the Soviet travel agency, was 
quoted by Tass as saying that several thousand tourists would visit the 
Soviet Union in 1955 as a result of agreements concluded with foreign 
tourist organizations. The figures for 1956 would be even higher. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 8 Aug.—Mr Rakosi’s statement on Hungarian- 


Yugoslav relations (see Hungary). 
12 Aug.—Yugoslav request for settlement of German debts (see 


Germany). 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Aug. 29 Anglo-Greek-Turkish Conference on eastern Mediterranean 
London. ; 
», 29 U.N. Disarmament Commission sub-committee. 
Sept. 19 Round-table Conference on Malta, London. 
», 20 U.N. General Assembly, New York. 
» 26-Oct.14 East-West Trade Talks, Geneva. 
», 29 Indonesian Elections. 
Oct. 23 Saar Plebiscite. 
»» 25 Reassembly of U.K. Parliament. 
», 27 Four-Power Conference of Foreign Ministers, Geneva. 
»» 27 Meeting of Contracting Parties to G.A.T.T., Geneva. 
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